LIBERATING VOICES

A Pattern Language for Communication Revolution

Douglas Schuler

The MIT Press
Cambridge, Massachusetts

London, England


http://mitpress.mit.edu/0262693666

© 2008 Massachusetts Institute of Technology

All rights reserved. No part of this book may be reproduced in any form by any electronic or mechanical
means (including photocopying, recording, or information storage and retrieval) without permission in
writing from the publisher.

For information about special quantity discounts, please e-mail special_sales@mitpress.mit.edu

This book was set in Stone Serif and Stone Sans on 3B2 by Asco Typesetters, Hong Kong.
Printed and bound in the United States of America.

Library of Congress Cataloging-in-Publication Data

Schuler, Douglas.
Liberating voices : a pattern language for communication revolution / Douglas Schuler.
p. cm.
Includes bibliographical references and index.
ISBN 978-0-262-19579-9 (hardcover : alk. paper) — ISBN 978-0-262-69366-0 (pbk. : alk. paper)
1. Communication—Social aspects. I. Title.
HM1206.838 2008
303.48'33—dc22 2007039867

10 9 8 7 6 5 43 21



Acknowledgments

The National Science Foundation (NSF) helped support this work with two grants. The Ethics
and Values Studies office of the NSF helped support the Directions and Implications of
Advanced Computing conference in 2001 and several of the other ten DIAC symposia that
helped develop the groundwork and the community for this work. The NSF supported my
trip to Malmo, Sweden, where I first presented this project. The Evergreen State College
where I teach (“The last great experimental college in the American Empire,” according to
Cornel West) provided two grants: one to assist with the development of the book and one
to explore how pattern languages could be used in education, particularly as a way to en-
courage the development and integration of knowledge within a collective and construc-
tivist framework. I also thank Computer Professionals for Social Responsibility (CPSR).
Although we did not always see eye-to-eye, the relationship has been enduring and fruitful.
CPSR sponsored the Directions and Implications of Advanced Computing symposia, hosted
the Public Sphere Project Web space (thank you, Carl and Ed!), and helped in innumerable
other ways. I've been working with CPSR for over twenty years and I've been ready for a rein-
vigorated and assertive “CPSR 2.0” for a good fifteen of them! Are you?

I thank people who have helped advance several of my admittedly iffy propositions over
the years. Many have been supportive, while others were scratching their heads. Val Brown
did an amazing job of editing the first draft of this manuscript and keeping engaged in the
project for several years. John Adams put in an enormous number of hours on so many
thankless tasks. Ken Gillgren was extremely steady and helped me through the periods
when too much material was due in too brief a time. Andrew Dearden helped throughout
the process, but was immeasurably productive at a critical period with the organization of the
patterns. Stewart Dutfield was a reliable and enthusiastic contributor for years, as were John
Thomas, Burl Humana, Justin Smith, and others. Fiorella de Cindio helped organize a meet-
ing in Milan and in general is a tireless worker for an inclusive and intelligent civil society.
And Scott Rose has volunteered his time developing several Web sites and applications for
DIAC conferences and this project for over twenty years. Scott developed the online pattern
management system, while several others, like Allen Williams, Abram Bender, Jeff Shieber,
and even me, developed specialized applications that built on the core. I also relied on a



xiv Acknowledgments

number of people for advice and other assistance, including Peggy Holman, Nancy White,
Mike Powell, Ake Walldius, Peter Blomquist, Todd Davies, Peter Dorman, Ron Eglash, Greg
Paine, Jonathan Lawson, Andrew Clement, Ed Johnson, Roxi Bruner, Allen Acevedo, Shea
Kaufman, and Bradie Derrenger. Beverly Miller, Jessica Pugsley, Melissa Crouse, and Thomas
Van Roosendaal also helped greatly with the manuscript.

Thanks of course to all of the authors (approximately eighty-five of them) who contrib-
uted patterns to this book. Thanks also to everybody who contributed a pattern or pattern
idea to the Web site. There are over four hundred of them, and I am hoping that this com-
munity will continue the pattern language work that we have started. A much longer list of
contributors is on the Web. If you do not see your name there, please tell me. My intention
is to acknowledge everybody who has helped, and my bad memory should not get in the
way of that.

I thank Bob Prior for being flexible with me and generous with the patterns in a way that is
in keeping with the spirit of the project. Bob, unlike other editors, felt that it was important
to maintain the open accessibility of the patterns on the Web, for which I am very grateful. I
also thank Valerie Geary, Nathan Hohenstein, Colleen Lanick, Alyssa Larose, Beverly Miller,
Sandra Minkkinen, Sharon Deacon Warne, and others, particularly for their willingness to be
flexible as they worked on a somewhat unorthodox book.

I feel quite fortunate to be able to count as colleagues a remarkable group of people from
around the world (thank you, Internet!) who are able to promote and pursue the develop-
ment of computer systems without forsaking their ideals. They are too numerous to list
here, and the group is growing daily. Without this group of people around to assure me
that I was not crazy—or at least not the only one with crazy ideas—I am not quite sure
what I would have done. Certainly solidarity and community provide enduring incentives
throughout efforts like these.

Finally I thank my family—including my mother, Donna, and mother-in-law, Flo—and
my wife of twenty-seven years. Although Terry was not happy (nor was I) with the thou-
sands of hours that I plowed into this project, she (mostly) supported all of this. Our two
kids, now mostly grown-up, looked at this effort with some amusement. I hope that they
and others in their generation will step up to the challenges that my generation has at least
sporadically picked up and successfully face them. There is a lot of work to be done.

Rainy/Sunny Seattle
January 2008



	0262693666pref1.pdf
	Schuler_00_FM_i-xiv.pdf



