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The cultural convergence of art, science, and technology provides ample
opportunity for artists to challenge the very notion of how art is produced
and to call into question its subject matter and its function in society. The
mission of the Leonardo book series, published by the MIT Press, is to
publish texts by artists, scientists, researchers, and scholars that present
innovative discourse on the convergence of art, science, and technology.
Envisioned as a catalyst for enterprise, research, and creative and scholarly experimentation, the book series enables diverse intellectual communities to explore common grounds of expertise. The Leonardo book
series provides a context for the discussion of contemporary practice,
ideas, and frameworks in this rapidly evolving arena where art and science
connect.
To find more information about Leonardo/ISAST and to order our publications, go to Leonardo Online at <http://mitpress.mit.edu/e-journals/Leonardo/
isast/leobooks.html> or send e-mail to <leonardobooks@mitpress.mit.edu>.
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Leonardo, the International Society for the Arts, Sciences, and Technology,
and the affiliated French organization Association Leonardo have two very
simple goals:

1. to document and make known the work of artists, researchers, and
scholars interested in the ways that the contemporary arts interact with science and technology, and
2. to create a forum and meeting places where artists, scientists, and
engineers can meet, exchange ideas, and, where appropriate, collaborate.
When the journal Leonardo was started some thirty-five years ago, these creative disciplines existed in segregated institutional and social networks, a situation dramatized at that time by the “Two Cultures” debates initiated by
C. P. Snow. Today we live in a different time of cross-disciplinary ferment, collaboration, and intellectual confrontation enabled by new hybrid organizations, new funding sponsors, and the shared tools of computers and the
Internet. Above all, new generations of artist-researchers and researcher-artists
are now at work individually and in collaborative teams bridging the art, science, and technology disciplines. Perhaps in our lifetime we will see the emergence of “new Leonardos,” creative individuals or teams who will not only
develop a meaningful art for our times but also drive new agendas in science
and stimulate technological innovation that addresses today’s human needs.
For more information on the activities of the Leonardo organizations and
networks, please visit our Web site at <http://mitpress.mit.edu/Leonardo>.
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