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shift+OPEN is an MIT Press initiative designed to flip existing subscription-based 
journals to a diamond open access publishing model. learn more at  
mitpress.mit.edu/shiftopen

Quantitative Science Studies

Quantitative Science Studies (QSS) is the official journal of the International 
Society for Scientometrics and Informetrics (ISSI). It publishes peer-
reviewed, theoretical and empirical research on science and the 
scientific workforce. Emphasis is placed on studies that provide insight 
into the system of science, general laws of scientific work, scholarly 
communication, science indicators, and science policy.

The MIT Press worked with the leadership of the ISSI to create QSS after 
the resignation of the editorial board of the subscription-based Journal of 
Informetrics (JOI), in 2019.  This works predates shift+OPEN, but illustrates 
some outcomes of flipping a journal to open access. “The flip from JOI to QSS 

is neither the first nor the 
last of its kind. There is 
a tremendous Zeitgeist 
towards openness as 
the scientific community 
reasserts its role in the 
responsible governance 
of the scientific record. 
. . . We hope that this flip 
not only benefits our own 
community, but serves 
as a catalyst for posi-
tive change across the 
scholarly communication 
ecosystem.”
—Quantitative Science  
Studies editors1

The MIT Press

case study

Resources:

•	 “The International Society for 
Scientometrics and Informetrics 
Launches New Open-Access Journal 
Quantitative Science Studies with the MIT 
Press,” The MIT Press (2019)

•	  1   “Opening science: The rebirth of a 
scholarly journal,” by Ludo Waltman, 
Vincent Larivière, Staša Milojević, Cassidy 
R. Sugimoto (Quantitative Science Studies, 
2020)  
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